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M r. James William Gripton, age 78, passed away unexpectedly Thursday, May

7, 2015 at his home. Jim was born October 11, 1936 to Albert and Gladys
(Clarkson) Gripton in Port Huron and served his country in the U.S. Air Force. On

May 31, 1963 he married the former Barbara Kay Church. Jim was employed as a

sandblaster and painter for Pennington Brothers Painting and Michigan Bridge for
25 years. Following retirement he worked at the Meat Block. He was a member Lake

Harbor United Methodist Church serving in many capacities throughout the years
including as trustee. He was also a member of Viking Linnea Lodge #57 and Lakeside

Veterans Club. Jim’s SURVIVORS include Barb, his wife of 51 years; his children,

Jennifer Anne (Jeff) Gotaas and Jason Berry (Lori) Gripton. Lovingly referred to as
“Pops”, he will be greatly missed by his granddaughters, Elizabeth, Cornelia, Julia,

Victoria, Gabrielle and Jillian. Jim was preceded in death by his sons, Steven Joel in
1983 and Michael James in 1988; brother, Robert; and sisters, Bethel Hollis, Donna

Chase, Margie Shutt and Sally Allard. A MEMORIAL SERVICE will be held 11:00 AM

Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at Lake Harbor United Methodist Church, 4861 S. Henry
St., with Rev. Mary Ivanhov officiating and Full Military Rites under the auspices of

the VFW Muskegon County Council. VISITATION will be 6-8 PM Tuesday at The
Lee Chapel, 6291 S. Harvey St., 231 798-1100, and one hour prior to the service (10-11

AM) at the church. Memorial contributions may be made to Lake Harbor United
Methodist Church Preservation Fund.
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Memorial Visitation

Sytsema Funeral & Cremation Services - The Lee

Chapel

6291 Harvey St., Norton Shores MI 49444

Memorial Visitation

Lake Harbor United Methodist Church

4861 S. Henry St., Muskegon MI 49441

Memorial Service

Lake Harbor United Methodist Church

4861 S. Henry St., Muskegon MI 49441
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Tuesday, May 12, 2015

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM ET

Wednesday, May 13, 2015

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM ET

Wednesday, May 13, 2015

11:00 AM ET

PAGE 4 OF 6
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MS Maryann Scofield lit a candle in honor of James .

Sending my sympathy and prayers to Barb and her Family/

May 15 at 5:19 PM

LA Lora Archer posted:

I remember the Easter Dramas that we would put on at Lake Harbor. He had a wonderful gift for

theater. It was always such a blessing to work with him

May 14 at 8:47 PM

EW Ellen Wadsworth posted:

My deepest sympathies, thought and prayers are with you. Ellen Wadsworth

May 11 at 8:46 AM

JB Jean Batta posted:

Always enjoyed talking to Jim when I saw him at family reunions. He was one of the good guys and

will be missed by friends and family. Sending Love, Prayers and Hugs from your cousins in Arkansas.

Brooke and Jean Batta

May 9 at 4:47 PM

JK Janet Kondziela posted:

We are going to miss Jim and his dry sense of humor at the family reunions so much! Barb, your

cousins (Arkansas too!) send hugs and prayers.Janet Kondziela

May 9 at 6:51 AM

DM Dave Mcintire posted:

Sorry to hear of your loss.Dave McIntire long time ago neighbor.

May 9 at 5:18 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring James by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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